
Understanding your
GPA



What is a GPA?

● GPA = Grade Point Average
● A GPA is your grade point average; the average of all the grades you’ve earned divided by the 

number of credits you have taken.
● Each completed class represents one credit.

● A (90-100) = 4.0
● B (80-89) = 3.0
● C (70-79) = 2.0
● F (Below 70) = 0.0



Example 1 – Cumulative GPA 

Whitt Brown received a 

93 in Honors Ninth Grade Lit
88 in Algebra I
88 in Physical Science
99 in Team Sports

Convert grade to GPA for each class
- 93 = 4.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 91 = 4.0

Add 4 + 3 + 3 + 4 (Hint: it equals 14)

Then divide by 4 (Number of 1 credit 

classes attempted)

GPA for that semester is a 3.5



Example 2 – Weighted GPA

Katherine Murray received a 

93 in AP Government
88 in Algebra I
88 in Physical Science
91 in Foundations of Engineering. 

 Only AP courses receive an additional .5 honor point for each grade received.

Convert grade to GPA for each 
class

- 93 = 4.5
- 88 = 3.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 91 = 4.0

Add 4.5 + 3 + 3.0 + 4 (Hint: it equals 

14.5)

Then divide by 4 (Number of 1 credit 

classes attempted)

GPA for that semester is a 3.625



Example 3 – Failed Course

Tim Huff received a 

63 in Ninth Grade Lit
88 in Algebra I
88 in Physical Science
91 in Team Sports. 

Convert grade to GPA 
for each class

- 63 = 0.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 91 = 4.0

Add 0 + 3 + 3 + 4 (Hint: it equals 10)

Then divide by 4 (Number of 1 credit 

classes attempted)

GPA for that semester is a 2.5



Example 3a – Credit Recovery

Tim Huff retook Ninth Grade Lit through credit recovery with a grade of 88.

Failing grades can not be taken off of a transcript. It is always averaged in with 
the GPA. 

Convert grade to GPA for each class
- 63 = 0.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 88 = 3.0
- 91 = 4.0
- 88 = 3.0

Add 0 + 3 + 3 + 4 + 3 (Hint: it equals 13)

Then divide by 5 (Number of 1 credit classes 

attempted)

GPA for that semester is a 2.6



Let’s discuss

DISCUSSION: Is it fair for Katherine to have a higher GPA for the same number of credits as Whitt? Why or 
why not?

DISCUSSION: Why did taking a class through Credit Recovery not help Tim’s GPA very much?

Remember – The GPA used for college admissions and HOPE/Zell is 
your CORE GPA. Only your academic classes are calculated. Any 
non-core electives are not used for consideration (Example: Team 
Sports, Fibers, Engineering, etc.)



Food for thought…

 If you wait until your junior or senior year to work toward becoming an honor graduate or earning 

HOPE eligibility –

IT IS TOO LATE!!!

 “A”s in weight training, band, drama, etc. do NOT help your HOPE GPA.

 However, colleges see your entire transcript – 9th – 12th grades.

 Every class counts!



Sources:

- 2022-2023 Student Handbook

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/883b0e_69aa570b53904796acd308c7ce10df24.pdf


Advisement 



Advisement

 You and your parents will meet with your advisor to select classes for next 

year.

 Wednesday, February 15th

 An English, Math, Science, and Social Studies has been recommended for 

you.

 Choose your electives carefully!

 You may not get what you want; be willing to try something new!



Sample Advisement Sheet

 By the end of your 9th grade year, 
you should have units in

 9th Lit

 Algebra or Foundations

 Env. Sci. or Physical Sci.

 Government

 Health

 Personal Fitness

 You may have more if you took 
additional academics. 



Sample Advisement Sheet

 You should have recommendations 

for your 10th grade year:

 English

 Math

 Science

 Social Studies



Sample Advisement Sheet

 Foreign Language is not required 

for a diploma.

 2 units of foreign language is 

required if you plan to attend a 4 

year college in the state of 

Georgia.



Sample Advisement Sheet

 You will highlight 8 total classes.

 Some classes count as 2 units. 

 Year-long classes such Algebra 

Support.

 Classes you could take both 

semesters such as weights, band, 

drama, chorus, etc. 

 Most AP courses are one semester 

classes.

 You will circle 4 alternates and 

number them 1 – 4 by preference.



Advanced Academics

 You may choose to take two academic courses in any area.

 Algebra II & Pre-Calculus (or AP Statistics)

 Biology & Chemistry

 If you plan to attend a competitive university such as Georgia Tech or the 

University of Georgia, the admissions office expects to see the highest level 

of rigor – AP courses. 



AP COURSE PREREQUISITE 

AP Biology Biology & Chemistry with minimum average of 90

AP Language Honors American Lit/Comp

AP Literature AP Language

AP Calculus AB Pre-Calculus

AP Statistics Algebra II

AP Macro/Micro 

Economics

Minimum average of 90 in World History and 

Government

AP US History Minimum average of 90 in Economics

AP Psychology Minimum average of 90 in social studies classes

AP Course Prerequisites 



Things to notice:

 This student only has 7 highlighted 

classes.

 This student wants to take weight 

training both semesters; 

therefore, weight training counts 

as 2 classes. 



Things to notice:

 This student opted not to begin 

foreign language.

 He thinks he may attend West 

Georgia Technical College and may 

not need Spanish.

 He and his parents have decided 

to wait until his junior year to 

decide. 



Your responsibility:

 Take this sheet home to your 

parents.

 Discuss the recommendations 

made for you and possible 

electives.



Things to remember

 When choosing classes, be realistic.

 Keep your extra curricular activities in mind. If you have practice every day 

after school, it is not wise to take all academics.

 You do not have to take advanced classes in all subject areas. Choose your 

strengths and what will benefit you in your college and career goals.



ANY QUESTIONS?
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